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Annoq; Reg' noſt Georgi 
Magnæ Britanniæ, &c. Oct“. 


STEWART MAY OR. 


T Ordered, that the Thanks of 
this Court be given to the Reverend 
Dr. Marſhal, for his Sermon preached 
2 this Court, and the Governors of 
the ſeveral Hoſpitals of this City, at the 
Pariſh Church of St. Bridget, on Wed- 
neſday in Eaſter-Weck laſt: And that 
he be deſired to print the ſame. 


STRACEY. 


AcrTs XX. 36. 
And to remember the Words of the 


Lord Jeſus, how he ſaid : It is more 
- bleſſed to give than to receive. 


ESE Words refer to ſome Diſ- 
EAM| courſe of our Bleſſed Lord, which 
is not recorded by any of the Evan- 
geliſts; as diverſe Things were ſaid 

| and done by him, which they, in their 
ſhort Accounts of him, do not mention; accor- 
dingly one of them hath told us in a very ſtrong 
Figure, that if the Things, which they had omit- 
ft I ted, were * every one, to be recited, he ſuppof d, 


cven the World it ſelf could not contain the Books 


which ſhould be wwritten. | 

EN OU x was, however, written for the Con- 
viction of all, that > Jeſus is Chriſt the Son of God, 
and that believing he is fo, they might have Life 
thro” his Name. So that there is not the Neceſ- 
lity, which ſome would hence contend for, of 
reſorting to emwritten Traditions for any ſaving 


John xxi. 25. 
> John xx. 31. 


Az 
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Knowledge. My Text is indeed an Hint to us 
of many noble Leſſons, which are loſt and for- 
gotten, for want of a more ample Account of 
our Saviour's Diſcourſes; but then it is at the 
ſame Time a Proof to us, that oral Tradition 
will do little Service, where the written fails 
us; ſince in the very Inſtance now before us, 
we had loſt, for ought appearing, all Remem- 
brance of this heroick Aphoriſm, it an irſpired 
Moiter had not convey'd it to us. But it what 
is left upon Record be ſufficient for the Pur- 
| poles, it was meant to anſwer, vig. of forming 

and finiſhing the Man of God; unauthorized 
Reſorts are thence, all, precluded ; and the Rule 
of God's appumting is not to be exchang'd for 
another of Man's inventing. 

TRE Words ot our Saviour, which here are 
quoted by St. Paul, conclude a very pathetical 
and moving Speech, which our Apoſtle made to 
the Elders of the Church at Epheſus, upon his 
taking Leave of them ; and that which he ſeem'd 
in a very particular Manner concerned to preſs 
upon them, was a Care of the Neceſſitous and 
Diſtreſſed, For in thoſe Days, and long atter 
them, the Clergy were the People's Almoners, 
and a fourth Part of the Stock, which was with 
them depoſited, provided aniply for all ſuchOc- 
caſions during the Courſe of many ſucceeding 
Ages. 

* preſent, perhaps, the Authority of the 
Speaker may ſecure the Aſſertion ot my Text 
from being in Words diſputed. But what is not 
thought fit to be diſputed, hath often ſuch a 
cold Aſſent to it, as is utterly inſufficient to ripen 

any 
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us any Fruits of Practice. What our Saviour once 
r- hath pronounced a Bl ing, few, I conceive, will 
of be ſo hardy, as to ſay, is not ſo: But yet, it may 
ie I be, they lee, they feel not, hot it is jo; it is a 
„ | Blelling, if it be one, whereof they have little 
ls Notion ; and can lels digeſt it as put in a Light 
s, ot Compariſon, with a Caſe which they think 
N- ſelf-evident, the Convenience whereof hath the 
d | Aflurances of Senſe to back it: For the Advan- 
at tages of Recciving are throughly underſtood, and 
r- I that theſe ſhould be exceeded by Methods of 
g IM Expenſe and Giving, is a Paradox which the 
d Worldling will not readily come into. He muſt 
le therefore be reminded, that they are the Woras 
or Wl of our Lord Jeſus, who ſaid, It ts more bleſſed to 
£ve, than to receive; or, as they would be more 
re literally tranſlated, It ig bleſſed to give, rather 
al WW thanto receive. He (himſelf) as the“ Original 
to | ſpeaks emphatically, hath ſaid them, and He 
is MW { hvnſelf ) will, undoubtedly maintain the Truth 
d of them. 
ls WHrar I would beg Leave, at preſent to 
d obſerve from them, I would caſt into the follow- 
r WW ing Particulars. 


þ I. THe poſitive Excellence which is here a- 

5 ſcribed to Giving, It is bleſſed to give. 

0 II. Tur comparative Praiſe of it It is bleſ- 
ſed to give, rather than to receive; or, as we 

16 render the Paſſage, More bleſſed to give than 

XC to rec ie. 

ot — 


a Maude et d yay, ADD i Mule, 
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III. SiNcE theſe Words of our Lord Feſus are 


to be conſider'd under the View of 2 Mora 


Aphoriſm, and therefore to be interpreted * 
with juſt Reſtrictions, I would juſt point out = 
to you the Circumſtances and Qualifications, wr 
which muſt concur on the Givers Part to el 
proſper the Work of his Hands upon him, and c 

entitle him to the Bleſſing of it. | 10 
IV. 1 would throw in a Word or two, by way n 
of Motive and Remembrance to you, be- - 
fore I finiſh. * an 

J. I begin with the pofetive Excellence which as 
the Text hath aſcribed to Giving— lt is bleſſed an 


to give: Which I ſuppoſe, may appear, in ſome | 
Meiſure, from theſe two Conſiderations. 


hat 

1. Tur the Oeconomy of God's Providence, 11 
in his Government of the World, is hence par- = 
ticularly anſwer'd. 

2. THAT there ariſeth from it a ſingular — 
Complacency and Satisfaction, as well as a rea- * 
ſonable Prolpect of a diſtinguiſh'd Recompenſe. 5 

1, 1 ſay, that the Oeconomy of God's Provi- "7 
dence in his Government of the World, is par- WW, 
ticularly anſwer'd by Giving. | pre 

I x is evident from the Poſture of the World, 0b 
and the preient Diſpenſation of its Bleſſings, that ¶ av 

tome are left depending upon others, even hy 


where no Obligation, befides that of Charity, 
can faſten any Hold upon the Giver, or furniſh Ih 
any Hope, to the Receiver. Now, though a | 
Diſtinction between the Ranks of Men 15 


15 


- 
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is certainly founded on the Will of Providence, 
and hath very wiſe Reaſons to ſupport it; yet 
ſurely thoſe Reaſons will conclude, that there 
ought to be left no unſeemly Gap between the 
reſpective Circumſtances of Giver and Receiver. 

Uron ſuch an Argument as this, I would 
ſuppole no Man unconvinced, that the Fortune 
he is born to, or hath even acquired by his 
own Induſtry and Application, is the Allotment 
of a favourable Providence: Why elſe {hould 
not Induſtry and Application equal to his, be 
always attended with equal Succeſſes 2 This, 
he knows, is not the Cale in Fact; and to ac- 
count for the Difference by the Notion of mere 
lucky Contingencies, is to talk a Language, which 
hath really no Meaning to it; fince the moſt 
contingent Event muſt finally recur to a Cauſe, 
which was confeſſedly not contingent : But, I 
would take it here for granted, that the Diffe- 
rence between one Man and another in Point of 
Station, and Figure, and Degree, and Fortune, 
is the Will of Providence concerning them; 
and thence, he who abounds, muſt have a Duty 
incumbent on him to ſtep into the Aſſiſtance 
of them who ſuffer need. For the Reaſons, 
which vindicate this Variety in the Dealings of 
Providence, will be left unſupported, except an 
Obligation be ſuppoſed on one Part, to anſwer 
any neceſſary Claims, which {hall be made on 
the other. Since the World is indeed ſufficient- 
ly furniſh'd for the Accommodation of all its 
Inhabitants; no Account could be given, why 
any of them ſhould be ſent into it utterly de- 
ſtitute of ſome Share in this Proviſion ; if = 

Lor 
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Lord of this great Community, the Parent and 
Maſter of this extenſive Family, had not ſub- 
ſtitured ſome to act in his Read, and to ſupply 
thoſe Wants, which ariſe unavoidably fiom the 
preſent Poſture of things, and of Perſons in it, 
Now a Neceſſity in ſome, and a Superfluity in o- 
thers, do as plainly lead us to the Will of Pro- 
vidence in the Articles of Giving and Recciwing, 
as any Relation between Creature and Creator, 
or between Man and Man, points out the re- 
ſpective Duties thereupon depending. The 
Cale is, in ſhort, as cle.r as the Law of Ni. 
ture can make it; and the Law of Revelaticy 
hath indiſputably contirm'd and enlarg'd it: $0 
that the Bleſſedneſs of it turns, under this Parti- 
cular, upon the due Diſcharge of an unque- 
ſtion'd Duty, upon our being Inſtruments in the 
Hands of Providence toward its wiſe and bene- 
volent Purpoſes for the Good of Man. | 

AN p as every Station in Lite is deſigned for 
the Trial and Exerciſe of ſome peculiar Virtue; 
the Giver, in this Caſe, employs the Talent 
wherewith he is entruſted, upon the Uſes 
whereunto it was appointed to miniſter. Fot 
the God who made him to differ from others, 
expects a Difference of Behavior from him: 
To Man indeed, he is not accountable for any 
Application of the Loans he hath receiv'd from 
Heaven; but he who ſitteth upon the Throne 
thereof, hath a Bo of Remembrance, wherein 
all theſe things are ted; and every fair Occa- 
ſion neglected. or perverted, is an Item, for 
which he muſt one Day account. It will not 
then be enough to plead, that he hath 4% 
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juſtly, except he hath alſo loved Mercy, and walked 
moreover humbly with his God. This is moſt e- 
vidently the Will of Providence ; and every Man, 
who hath the Honour of fulfilling it, hath a Bleſ- 
ſing 1 upon him from the Words of our 
Lord Jeſus. But 

20, I obſerve farther, that there ariſeth hence 
a ſingular Complacency and Satisfaction, as well 
as a reaſonable Proſpect of a dittinguiſh'd Re- 
compence. | 
Now reaſonable Pleaſures are the juſt Re- 
freſhments of a Man's Spirit, the very Food and 
Aliment of his Soul ; without which it will grow 
lean, and ſtarve, amidſt the fulleſt Meafure of 
any external Comforts. Our preſent Argument 
will admit, I confeſs, of no other Illuſtration, than 
what muſt be founded in an Appeal to your 
own Conſciences and Convictions: And, I hope, 
| ſpeak to none, who are utterly unacquainted 
with the Comforts of Love, or with the Refreſh- 
ment of their own Bowels, in the Conſolation 
_—_ to thoſe of their Brethren, For ſurely to 
ee a drooping Family revived by the Aſſiſtances 
which God hath made any of us able and wil- 
ling to extend to it; to ſee a new Generation 
ſing with all favourable Appearances upon the 
Stock, to which we have been, or are, Contri- 
butors ; to be, in this Manner Fathers to the Fa- 
therleſs, and Helpers to the Friendleſs; and to 
put them in a Condition of being ſo to others, 
1s, either in the Retroſpe& or Proſpect, a moſt 
delightful Entertainment; what the Senſualiſt 
can never equal with any of his, moſt boaſted, 
Pleaſures; what the Miſer can never pretend to 
B from 
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from any ſordid or low Self. Complacencies in 
his uſeleſs Riches; and what the Man of Ambi- 
tion, if he could otherwiſe proceed unrival'd, 
would find himſelf rival'd and out-done in, even 
upon the Foot of mere preſent Satisfaction, 
For to ſee Men like our ſelves in the main 
Advantages of Being, and only unlike to us in 
ſome outward, accidental, Diſtinctions of Fo 
tune, (to ſee them) railed, I ſay, by our Help, 
out of the Dirt and Mire, into the fair and paſ- 
ſable Road of Life, implies in it a Diſtinction, 
far ſuperior to any Superiority ot Dreſs or Diet, 
or Appearance, which are the uſual Badges of 
Difference between the Ranks of Men. The 
one hath a Godlike Aſpect with it; whilſt the 
other goes in common among the Wiſe and 
Fooliſh, the Righteous and the Wicked. I am 
ſenſible, however, that this is a Pleaſure which 
is rather to be felt, than deſcribd; and that ſuch 
as are paſt the feeling it, will hardly ever com- 
pre hend it. I therefore added, that the Duty of 
my Text hath a very reaſonable Proſpect of a 
diſtinguiſh'd Recompence. 
TAE Men, who are moſt fond of the Pro- 
miſes which Godlmeſs hath made to it in this 
World, will beſt, perhaps, be pleas'd to hear, 
that for © opening their Hand wide unto their 
Brot ber, the Lord their God will bleſs them in all 
their Works ; that for * ſowing bountifully, they ſhall 
reap bountifully ;* that tor 5 conſidering the Poor, 


1 


Deut. xv. 10. 
4 2 Cor. X. 6. 


8 Pfſal. xli. 1. 
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the Lord ſhall deliver them in the Time f Trouble; 
that in * having Pity upon the Poor, they lend unto 
the Lord, and what is ſo given, he will repay 
them; that by * caſting their Bread upon the Va- 
ters, they ſhall find it again with Increaſe and 
Uſury, But the Men of true Religion will pro- 
ceed upon higher Motives, will conſider the 
Time to come, and the Recompenſe aſſur d to 
them at the Reſurrection of the 0 will con- 
{der the Fountain whence Riches flow, the Uſes 
to which they are ſubſervient, and the natural 
Equality of Men, as Men; that they have one 
God for their Creator, who faſhion d them in 
the Womb ; one Saviour, who redeem'd them 
from their common Miſery; and one holy Ghoſt, 
who here ſanctifies and enlightens, and will here- 
ifter raiſe them to one and the ſame Inheritance : 
All theſe they will look upon as Circumſtances 
of mutual Endearment, ſuch as ſhould abate 
the Vanity of any aſſuming Pretenſions, which 
one may have upon another, from any Diverſity 
of outrward Condition; whilſt all are ſo near a- 
kin, all, in the main Points, here fo equal, and all 
hereafter to be diſtinguiſh'd upon quite other 
Foundations. The Keſpect of good Men will 
chiefly, therefore, turn towards the Recompenſe 
o Reward, which is promiſed to none in larger 
Proportions, than to them who he Mercy, 
who miniſter to the Neceſſities of the Saints, who 
diſit the Fathers and Widows in their Aﬀiition ; 
ſince whatſoever is done to the leaſt of theſe his 


* 


b Prov. xix. 17. 
i Eccleſ. xi. 1. 
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Brethren, Chriſt hath * interpreted as done to 
himſelt. | 
Now from the Views thus open'd to you, it 
appears, I think, evidently, that there is a poſitive 
Excellence in giving; or, according to the Lan- 
7575 of my Text, as literally tranſlated, It is 
leſſed to give. Hereupon I add, 


II. Tn x comparative Praiſe of it Rather thay 
to recerve—Or, more bleſſed to give than to receive. 


'THreRE is doubtleſs here a Senſe, and a Con- 
ſtruction, wherein the loweſt and moſt abandon'd 
Worldling, will ſubſcribe to the Juſtice of this 
Compariſon, and of the Diſadvantage aſſign'd by 
it to the poor Recerver, vig. as it repreſents the 
one upon inferior Ground, and the other in a 
Poſt of Eminence above him. 

Bur this was a Bleſſedneſs of too low a Na- 
ture to be the Foundation of our Saviour's Com- 
pariſon, He who expected, that the Service of 
God ſhould proceed in Hirit and in Truth, had, 
unqueſtionably, a more refined and ſpiritual Mea- 
ning, when he adjudged the Superior Bleſſing to 
the Giver. | | 

I ſhall therefore fix upon two, out of more, 
which might be named, as Reaſons very probable 
for thus determining the Preference. 


1. THAT merely in receiving a Man is whol- 
ly paſſive, exerciſes no Vertue, executes no Truſt, 
nor is entituled to any Recompenle for it ; all 
which is the very Reverſe of the Giver's Cale. 


k Matth. xxv. 40. 


2. THAT 
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2. THar the Condition of a Receiver ex- 
poſeth him to various Difficulties and Tempta- 
tions, which the Giver, as ſuch, is exempt from. 


1. For the former of theſe Particulars; it hath 
already been ovlerv'd, that in Giving, a Man 
doth execute a [ruſt of Providence, doth exer- 
cile the proper Vertues of his Sphere and Station, 
is active in this bleſled Work; and, if he would 
copy from the exemplary Pattern of his Re- 
deemer, who went about doing good, and ſought 
out Occaſions, when he did not readily find them, 
he would eaſily thence perceive, that his Em- 
ployment, how honourable ſoever to him, would 
ſtrictly and literally bear the Character, which 
the Apoſtle gave it to the Theſſa.ontans, * when 
he call'd it their Labour of Love: Nor m is God 
unrightcous, that he ſhould forget ſuch Labour; ſo 
that if there were no Reward, no Pleaſure, be- 
ſides, attending it, the Giver might well be con- 
tent with the glorious Proſpect of a Recom- 
penſe from him, who takes upon himſelt all the 
Obligations of inſolvent Debtors : Whereas in re- 
ceiving, a Man is wholly paſſive; and, like an 
empty Veſſel, taking in the Waters, wherewith 
ſome friendly Hand repleniſhes it, he accepts, in- 
deed, the Supplies, wherewith he is furnith'd by 
a bounteous Giver; but then ſuch Acceptance 
and ſuch Uſe of them, are no more to be conſi- 
der'd as Vertues, than is an hungry Man's Eat- 
ing of the Bread before him. He doth, it is 
true, what is natural, what any Man would do 
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upon the like Occaſion, tho' ſtill what is not the 
proper Matter, either ot Commendation, or 
Diſpraiſe to him. 
| Mean While a generous Man will evermore 
repine at the uneaſy Circumſtance of contracting 
Debts, which he can never hope to pay off ; of 
running himſelf behind hand in a long Arrear of 
uncancell'd Favours, and of ſubſiſting upon the 
Bounty of foreign Succours. What is therefore 
the Subject of Pleaſure and Satisfaction to the 
Grver, muſt proportionably be ſo of Shame and 
Sorrow to the Receiver. The Supplies, which 
entitle the Diſpenſer of them to a Recompenſe 
in Heaven, ſpeak the Perſon, they are diſpenſed 
to upon Earth, in a State of preſent Deſtitution ; 
and, under that View, give him no Claim to any 
future or farther Reſources; altho' indeed the 
Humility, wherewith he ſeeks them, and the 
Gratitude wherewith he accepts them, and the 
Content and Reſignation, wherewith he ſuſtains 
the Poſt allotted him, may, upon the Reſult, prove 
Articles in his Favour, and are, in Truth, the pro- 
per Vertues of his narrow Sphere. But as theſe 
are not neceſſarily implied in receiving, they 
enter not ſtrictly within its Character; notwith- 
ſtunding that in Fact they are ſometimes, J hope 
often, added to it. I proceed and obſerve, 
2h, Tur the Condition of a Receiver ex- 
oſeth him to various Difficulties and Tempta- 
tions, which the Civer, as ſuch, is exempt from; 
wiz. repining at the Diſpenſations of Providence; 
a ſullen and ſturdy Reception of that Treatment, 


which is the uſual Fate of thoſe who ſuffer Need; 


Rancour and Envy towards them who are placed 
| in 
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* | in a Station above him; Unfaithtulneſs in T 
and injurious Gain, It will not be needful to 
n ſhew particularly, that theſe are the Sins which 


moſt eaſily beſet a Man under the Entanglements 
: of a narrow Fortune : They are too well known 
f to be ſo; and even he, who hath been ſo happy 
as to break through the Snare of them, hath his 


= own Experience to aſſure him it was laid for him. 
* Ir may not be denied, that the other Poſt 
4 hath alſo its proper Dangers, which, however, 
h ſeem not generally to preſs ſo cloſely, nor to 


7 pinch ſo hardly; tor a Man hath certainly leſs 
4 Temptation to ſhut his Hand upon an Object of 
Diſtreſs and Miſery, when Providence hath en- 
| abled him to open it, than that Object hath to 
repine at the Hardſhip of its own Condition. 
There is a Pleaſure (it hath been obſerv'd ) in 


a opening it, which rewards the Action at the very 
Ws Inſtant of Performance; whereas in the other 
1 Cale, the Antidote againſt the Temptation is 
oy more remote, and muſt be fetch'd from beyond 
* the Grave, with very little Aſſiſtance from any 
. thing on this Side of it. As again, the Gayety 
J which attends a Fluſh of Fortune; and the Power 
f of giving, ſhould lead a Man, one would ima- 
b gine, unavoidably, to the Offices of Praiſe and 
8 Thankſgiving with ſuch as keep holy Day; whilſt 
the Sowerneſs contracted thro Wants and Diſap- 
wy pointments ſets an Edge upon his Spirit, makes 
ip him froward and turbulent, and draws in his 
it, Thoughts too much inward to their Centre: 


J., nere are, I would fay, theſe reſpective Ten- 
Is dencies in the one and the other Station; tho” a 
ſuperiar Vertue in the latter Caſe may conquer 
| them; 
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them; as in the for mer, a naughty Diſpoſition of 
Soul may pervert even the Things, which ſhould 
have been for its Health, into Occaſions of its Fal. 
But in any Compariſon which ſhall be formed be- 
tween them, the Eſtimate ſhould be taken, not 
from the Event of Things, as it Jometimes fills 
out, but, from the Tendency of them, as it always 
| bears: In which View of giving and receiving, the 
| Preference, for the Reaſons aſſign'd, mult certain- ] 
ly turn on the Side of giving. Yet « 


III. Since the Words of our Lord Jeſus, which . 
have thus determinin'd and adjudged the Prete- it 
rence, are, at laſt, to be conſider d under the No- n 
tion of a Moral Aphoriſm, and therefore to be in- 
terpreted with juſt Reſtrictions; I would juſt I C 
point to you the Circumſtances and Qualificati- MW © 
ons, which muſt concur, on the G7ver's Part, to 
proſper the Work of his Hands upon him, and en- a 
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title him to the Ble//ing of it. E. G. l 
| 

1. HE muſt not give upon the Motives of O- . 

| 


ſentation and vain Glory; nor of Importunity, or 
Faſhion; nor upon any conceited Proſpect of e-. tt 
riting by it the Recompenſe, which the Grace ot as 
God hath aſſign d to it; nor of confining the Law 
of Charity, within this particular Branch of a Duty, I li 
which, in Truth, is much more extenſive. All E 
theſe are Errors, which will deſace the Goodli- th 
neſs of the Vertue, and render it uſeleſs, it not * 
worſe, to him. - 
Trxy muſt indeed have narrow Spirits, who 

1 Hall propound to themſelves ſuch a ſcanty Re- 

ll; compenſe, as the being ſeen sf Men, can imply, 

or 


»* 1 
* 7 7 
9 17 


Preach'd March the 28th, 1722. 


or carry, in it; yet, ſcanty as it is, the Author 
of theſe very Words, which have pronounced fo 
amply upon the Bleſſedneſs of Giving, hath pro- 
nounced upon ſuch Givers, that they are to ex- 
pect no more. Verily I ſay unto you, they have 
their Reward. 

As to Impertunity; it is very well known, that 
o Judge who feared not God, neither regarded 
Man, is repreſented as teaz'd into a Comply- 
ance, merely to be rid of the Trouble which he 
receiv d from dunning. 

Faſhion hath ſo much in it of Man-pleaſing, that 
it, finally, terminates in the Motive, ſo lately 
mention'd, to be ſeen of Men. 

T x y who can imagine that the Kingdom of 
Glory is to be purchaſed by their Mony, need 
only to be reminded, that even a ſingle Privi- 
lege in the Kingdom of Grace was not ſo attain- 
able; and the Wretch, who offer'd at fo vile 2 
practice, ſtood rebuk'd and repulſed for it, with 
deſerv'd ? Reproaches. 

Finally; Whoever can ſuppoſe, that Acts of 
Bounty and of Giving do comprize in them all 
the Offices of Charity, ſhould conſider the Caſe 
as put by St. Paul, 4 from which they may find it 
to be not impoſſible, that a Man ſhould give all 
his Goods, to feed the Poor, (which is the utmoſt 
Extent of Giving) without any real Charity for 
the Cauſe of it; which is deſcribed by theApoſtle, 
as more comprehenſive, and as taking in ſome 


— 
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Branches of almoſt, every Vertue. Now if Giv- 
ing doth not include in it all the Offices of (ha- 
vit); much leſs will it comprize, leſs yet will it 
commute tor all, or, any other Duties of Life.--Yet, 

2. Tux Giver ought not hence to be diſcou- 


raged, as if no Commendation were due to the 


Openneſs of his Hand and Heart. For ſurely he 
may guard with Eaſe againſt ſuch tmproper Mo- 
tives, and then may proceed in the Work ap- 
pointed for him with all Alacrity and Aſſurance 
of Reward. | 

Tx x Point of View which ſhould chiefly lye 
before him, is the Deſire and Endeavour to 4» 
Good. This is the general Aim of Charity : And 
Alms, as taking in many Conveniencies of Life 
along with them, are very fit Expreſſions of a real 
Benevolence, and therefore will go far towards its 
general! Aim. Now it this View accompanies 
them, there will be Oeconomy and Management in 
the Diſtribution of them ; and a faithful Steward 
will contrive for his Maſter's Stock, that it may 
ſpread as widely, and do as much good, as Pru- 
dence and Thritt can make it. 

Bur here, my Brethren, you will find your 
Pains much ſhorten'd, and your Labour of Love 
much eaſed to you, by many and various Schemes 
of Charity, already torm'd, and concerted, and ad- 
vanced to ſuch Degrees of Maturity, that with 
little perſonal Trouble you may do much Ser- 
vice, by only lending your favourable Hand to 
the Execution of them. E. G. 

Wovr Dp you provide for the Education of 
our deſtitute and helple!s Youth # Would you 
open to them the Means of aa honeſt Subſiſtence? 


Would 
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Would you enlarge the Views, or encourage the 
Induſtry of the riting Generation? You have a 
Method eſtabliſh'd for theſe good Purpoſes in the 
noble Foundation of oe Royal Benefactor; upon 
which another ſince hath rais'd a goodly Super- 
ſtructure; and both will ſtill admit of ſuch far- 
ther Supplies, ſuch additional Enlargements, as 
your Piety or Charity {hall incline you to gratt 
upon them. 

OR, would you remove the great Offenſe and 
Scandal to your Polity, by the Correction of a- 
bandon'd Proſtitutes, or by the Employment of 
idle and ſturdy Vagrants? Behold, your Reme- 
dy is at hand and the proper Relort before you! 
As you are diſpoſed in your own Hearts, you may 
aſſiſt in the Continuance of this Charzty upon its 
preſent Bottom, or in the Extent of it to any in- 
definite, any greater, Lengths. 

Ox, would you conſult, with united Views, the 
Intereſt of the preſent and of future Generations? 
Would you reſcue the Children of the Needy from 
the common Temptations of Ignorance and Sloth, 
and enable them to fill the Station allotted them 
by Providence, with Decence and Integrity e 
Would you find, at the ſame time Labour (and, 
with it, Maintenance) tor the Willing and the Di- 
ligent ; or would you force it upon the Vicious, 
the Liſtleſs, and the Sluggith 2 A School is erec- 
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Chriſt's Hoſpital founded by K. Edward VI. 
Mathematical School ſettled and endow'd there by K. Ch. II. 
* Bridewell Hoſpital. | 

London Work houſe with School in Biſnop- Gate · Street. 
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ted, and an Houſe of Diſcipline eſtabliſh'd, with 
Intent of anſwering this double Proſpect ; it „. 
plies come in proportionable to the Wants, or i 
the Encouragements to this extenſive Undertaking 
prove in any manner commenſurate to its large 
Demands. 

Ox, would you follow, at an humble Diſtance, 
your Redeemer's Example, who * went abort al 
the Cities and Villages, healing every Sickneſs, and 
every Diſeaſe among the People? Would you im- 
part your communicative and friendly Succou 
to the Calamities of thoſe, whoſe Poverty calls 
them to daily Labour for their daily Bread, and 
whom Diſtempers or Caſualties have diſabled 
from earning it 2 A* Door, you know, is open 
for all who will enter it with Deſigns ot Com- 
paſſion ; of procuring Health to the Sick, Eaſe to 
them who are in Pain; * Eyes to the Blind, or 
Feet to the Lame. 

O x, Finally, Would you reſtore theinvaluable 
Privilege of regular Thought, and of ſound Un- 
derſtanding to thoſe deplorable Objects, who have 
loſt it ; and who ſeem in their preſent Diſtreſs to 
be but half-partakers of human Nature, wearing 
indeed the outward Faſhion, the Similitude and 
Shape of our Species, but deſtitute of its brighteſt 
Ornament, and bereft of its moſt precious Di- 
ſtinction, its molt peculiar Characteriſticx ? The 
Way, again, here, is paved, and a Path mark'd 
out, for the Accompliſhment of this well-natur'd, 


Matth. ix. 35. 

St. Bartholomews's, and St. Thomas's Hoſpitals: 

* Job. xxix. 15. 8 
Bethlem Hoſpital, 
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well-pointed, Purpoſe: Without any Skill, any Ex- 
perience, any Concert of your own, in contriving, 
or in ſettling them, the Meaſures are, all, pre- 
pared for it; the Wheel is in Motion, and you 
have nothing upon you but the eaſy Task of lend- 
ing it your ſeaſonable Help, either for the Sup- 
port of it, in its preſent Condition; or for the far- 
ther Enlargement of its Sphere and Compaſs. 

Wu A x hath been already, and what more may 
yet be done, upon the ſeveral Articles, which 
have here been pointed very briefly to your No- 
tice, you cannot but obſerve, when the preſent 
State of them is laid beſore you. 

Here the Report was read.] = 

Vo now have heard the Munificence of your 
paſy'd and preſent Benefactors to theſe noble Cha- 
11tzes ; Men of Renown, famous in their Genera- 
tion, whoſe Names will be held in honourable 
Remembrance by our lateſt Poſterity ; and will 
receive, I truſt, from the Age we live in, ſuch a 
plentiful Addition to them, as ſhall furniſh the 
Harveſt of our Lord with a ſufficient Number 
of like, worthy, Labourers ; who may cover, to 
a good Degree, that Mzltitude of Sins, which o- 
therwiſe muſt cover ut with a Load of Infamy, 
and convey the Stench of our Memories to thoſe 
who come after us, with a * Curſe and an Aſtomſſ- 
ment, with an Hiſſing and a Reproach. 

Bur if amidſt the great Varieties of Taſt and 
Fancy, which prevail with Mankind, any Schemes 
of a more modern Date, and of a later Eſtabliſh- 
ment, ſhould rather invite your Benevolence ; 
the Field is here alſo wide enough, and ſufficiently 
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n, for the moſt extenſive Genius to take its 
Walk, and its Pleaſure in it : So that there is no 
Fear (I ſhould rather have ſaid, there is no Hope) 
that Occaſions ſhould be wanting, to employ any 
poſſible Diverſity of charitable Diſpoſitions. 

ONE Thing, in particular, it hath long been 
wiſh'd might have been added to the Account of 
your annual Benefactions: And I congratulate 
with you the riſing Proſpect of it; I mean the no- 
ble Deſign now lately ſet on Foot by the Gene- 
roſity of a i private Perſon, but of a very publick 
Spirit, for the Care of thoſe diſconſolate Wretches, 
whoſe Cure is deſperate; that the Miſery of the 
Milerable may be ſomewhat abated, when it can- 
not, confeſſedly, be quite avoided ; that this, the 
ſoreſt Aggravation of all Misfortunes (their being 
— may no longer be conlider'd as a 
Reaſon, why we ſhould forbear our Endeavours 
to palliate and ſoften them, when yet, an entire 
Removal of them, is agreed to be impoſſible; 
that thus even the hopeleſs may have ſome De- 
grees of Support and Comfort derived upon them, 
lome Beams of Light and of Refreſhment let in 
upon the Darkneſs and Gloomimeſs of their forlorn 
Condition: An Undertaking of vaſt Expence, of 
mighty Compals, and of the moſt beneficial Influ- 
ence | The Praiſes of which will ſound through- 
out the Earth; as may the ſweet Savour of it aſ- 
cend to Heaven; and the Fame of it be recorded 
in the Annals of Providence ! 

Bur itis high Time now, that I ſhould relieve 
your Patience, and draw to a Concluſion : And 
therefore I ſhall detain you no longer, than whilſt 
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: — 
3 4 « 


= wm a> A 


Preach'd March the 28th, 1722. 23 


IV. I throw in a Word or two farther by way 
of Motive, and Remembrance, which the World 
within you, and the World without you, will ea- 
ily and naturally improve for you, if you will 
hearken to their Voice. | 


1. ComPpass10N, will plead, I doubt not, this 
moving Cauſe for me within your own Bowels. You 
cannot obſerve an Object of real Diſtreſs, without 
ſome ſecret Learnings, ſome affectionate Wiſhes of Re- 
lief and Succour to it: Nor can you truly wiſh, and 
wiſh in vain, for any thing within your Power. By root- 
ing us thus, and grounding us in Love, and by implant- 
ing in our Make and Conſtitution this powerful Prin- 
ciple of Benevolence, the wiſe Author of our Being, 
hath taken a Security and Pledge of us, for our due 
Diſcharge of all render-hearted and friendly Offices; that 
if one Member ſuffer, all the Members ſhould ſuffer with 
it, and, by dividing the Misfortune among many, ſhould 
abate the uneaſy Senſe of it to the more immediate 
Sufferer : So that a Man muſt put off Nature, before 
he can entirely diveſt himſelf of Charity. Thus upon 
certain Foreſight, that Miſery and Diſorder would force 
their Entrance into the Creation of God, his graci- 
ous Providence hath conſulted the Views of Redreſs 
and Order, by engaging thoſe very Paſſions of Men, 
which ſo frequently let in the one, to unite, and to ſo- 
licit, in Favour of the other. The God of this World, 
with all his Might and Subtilty, oppoſeth himſelf 
here, as in other Caſes, to the Will of the moſt High, 
and to the Intereſt of his reaſonable Creatures, ever in- 
ſeparable from each other; would fain ſeduce us into 
little and narrow Meaſures of Practice, and, by play- 
ing off againſt it contrary Affections, would weaken, if 
he could, this native Bent, and cancel this great Fun- 
damental Law of human Society, and of human Na- 
ture. But a little Conſideration of the Poſture we ſtand 
in, and of the Lite afſign'd to us, will enable us to diſ- 
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| ſeduce us from them. For, 


cern our Intereſt and our Duty; as well as to ſet 
thro' the Fallacy of that thin Diſguiſe, which would 


2. Ie we look into the World without us, our Reaſon 
cannot but obſerve to us, that Miſery and Mercy were 
originally form'd and appointed to tally with one an- 
other ; that Abundance and Want, when meeting toge- 
ther in fit Proportions, make up, in the whole, a beaute- 
ous Symmetry; as, when kept at an unnatural, unfriend- 
ly, Diſtance, they diſconcert the Order of Providence, 
and grate upon the Harmony of the Creation. 

Tu is ſolemn annual Aflembly of ſo many Perſons 
bleſſed with Plenty, and concern'd for various Branches 
of Charity, moſt of you Benefactors, all, it is preſumed, 
Well-Wiſhers to it in its moſt diftufive Compals, pre- 
ſents us with a lovely Proſpect of its future Succeſles ; 
that thro' your favourable Help, and your auſpicious 
Management, every Loan already open tor it, may ſoon 
be fuld up, and Encouragement thence ariſe to new In- 
ventions, freſh, and, as yer, untried, Schemes ot Beneti- 
cence ; that all the Wants, and Maladies, and Miſerics 
of human Life, may have at Length a Foundation laid 
of Reliet or Cure, of Aſſiſtance or Comfort under them; 
that this famous City ſo renowned for its Grandeur, (0 
celebrated for its Wealth, ſo diſtinguiſh'd abeve its Frl. 
lows in all temporal Advantages, may come ſhort of none 
in religious Improvements, nor in any Ornaments and Gra- 
ces of the Goſpel ; that under all poſſible View, it 
may be entituled to the Holy Pſalmift's Deſcription of 
Jeruſalem Beautiful for Scituation, the Joy of the whol: 
Earth; the City of the Lord of Hoſts, the City of our God; 
and that God may eſtabliſh the ſame for ever. 
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